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Additions, and with ſpecial care to have them Inſerted with Comments in thoſe 


' Proceeding were a Secret and Myftery, I ſhonld not. undertake to give it an In- 


* % 


Received your Letter, wherein par” of the Strange Repreſentations 
made of us on your ſide of the Water. Fhe Inftance you are pleaſed to men- 
tion, is that of the Presbyterian Miſſionary, who according to your Phraſe, 
hath been lately Perſecuted in Drogheda for his Religion: But it is eaſie to 
obſerve, how mighty Induſtrious ſome People have been for Three or Four 

ears paft, to hand about Stories of the Hardſhips, the Merits, the Number, and 
the Power of the Presbyterians in Jreland, to raiſe formidable Idea's of the 
Dangers. of Popery there, and to Tranſmit all for England, improved by great 


Infamous Weekly Papers that Infeſt your Coffee-Houſes, So, when the Clauſe En- 
acting a Sacramental Teſt was put in Execution, it was given out in England, that 
half the Juſtices of Peace through this Kingdom, had laid down their Commiſſions, 
whereas upon. Examination, the whole Nnmber was found to amount only to a Do- 
zen, or Thirteen ; and thoſe generally of the loweſt Rate in Fortune and Under- 
ftanding,. and ſome of them Superannuated. So, when the Earl of Þ - - - - -ke was 
in Ireland, and the Parliament Sitting, a formal Story was very gravely carried to 
his Excellency by ſome Zealous Members, of a Prieſt newly arrived from Abroad,. 
to the North-Weft Pe of Ireland, who had publickly Preached to his People, to 
fall a Murthering the Proteſtants z which tho' Invented to ſerve an end, they 
were then upon, and are ftill driving at, it was preſently handed over, and Prin- 
ted with ſhrewd Remarks by your worthy Scriblers. In like manner,. the Account 
of that Perſon who was lately Expelled our Univerſity, for Reflecting on the Me- 
mory of King Wiliem ; what a Duſt it raiſed, and how foully it was related, is freſſi 
enongh in Memory. Neither would People be convinc'd till the Univerſity was . 
at the. pains of Publiſhing a Latin Paper to Juſtify themſelyes. And, to mention 
no more, this Story of the Perſecution at Drogheda, how it has been Spread and Ag- 
grayated, what Conſequences drawn from it, and what Reproaches fixed on thoſe 
who have leaft deſerved them, we are already Inform d. Now if the end of all this 


terpretation, but care has been taken to give it ſuficient Explanation. Firſt by 
Addrefles Artificial (if not illegally) procured, to ſhew the miſerable State of the 
Difſenters in Jreland, by reaſon of the Sacramental Teft, and to defire the Queen's 
Interceſſion, that it might be Repealed. Then it is manifeſt that ou 
when he was laft year in England, Sollicited in Perſon ſeyeral Members of both 
Houſes, to have it Repeal'd by an Act there, though it be a matter purely Natio- 


nal, that cannot poſſibly Interfere with the Trade and Intereſt of England ; and 


though ke himſelf appeared formerly the moſt Zealous of all Men againft the Inju- 
Rice of binding a Nation by Laws, to which they do not Canſent. And laſtly, thoſe 
Weekly Libellers, when ever they get a Tale by the end, relating to /reland, with - 
out ever troubling their thoughts about the Truth, always end it with an Applica-- 
tion againſt the Sacra mental Teſt, and the abfolute neceſſity there is of Repealing it, 
in Kingdoms. I know it may be reckoned a weakneſs to ſay any thing of fuck, 
Trifles, as are below a ſerious Man's Notice, much leſs would 1 diſparage the Un- 
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derſtanding of any Party, to think they would chooſe the Vileſt and moſt Ignorant 
among Mankind, to employ them for Aſſerters of a Cauſe: I ſhatt-only ſay, that 
the Scandalous Liberty thoſe Wretchs take, would hardly be allowed, if it were not 
mingled with Opinions, that ſome Men would be glad to advance. Beſides, how 
Inſipid ſoever theſe Papers are, they ſeem to be levelled'to the Underſtandings of 

great Number; they are grown a neceſſary part in Coffee-Houſe Furniture, and 
ſome time or other happen to be read by Cuſtomers of all Ranks, for Curioſity or 
Amuſement ; becauſe they lye always in the way. One of thele Authors, (the Fel- 
low that was Pillor'd, I have forgot his Name) is indeed ſo Grave, Sententions, 
Dogmatical a Rogue, that there is no enduring him; the 9%ſervetor is much the 


Brisker of the Two, and I think farther gone of late in Zyes and Impudence than 


his Presbyterian Brother; the reaſon why I mention him, is to have an eccaſion of 
letting you know, that you have not dealt ſo Gallanih with us, as we did with you 
in a Parallel Caſe; Laſt year a Paper was brought here from England, called, A 


Di vopue between the A. Bp. of Canterbury and Mr. Higgins, which we ordered to 


be Burnt by the Common Hangman, es it well deſerved; tho we have no more to 


co with his Grace of Canterbury, than you have with the A. Bp. of Dublin; nor can 
you Love and Reverence your Prelate more, than we do ours, whom you tame 

| {ſuffer to be abuſed openly, and by Name, by that Paultry Raſcal of an Obſervator; 
and lately upon an Affair wherein he had ud concern ;, I mean the Buſineſs of the Miſ- 
fionary at Drogheda, wherein our excellent Primate was Engaged, and did nothing 
bur according to Lam and Dy{cretion. But becauſe the Lord A. Bp. of Dublin hath 
been upon ſeveral Occaſions of late Years, Miſrepreſented in Englund; I would 
willingly ſet you right in his Character. For his great Sufferings and Eminent 
Services, he was by the late King promoted to the See of Derry. Aboiit the ſame 
time, he writ a Fook fo juſtify the Revolution, wherein was an Account of K. ume 
Proceedings in Irelind, and the late A+ Bp. Tilotſon recommended it to the King as 


the moſt ſerviceable Treatiſe, that could have been Publiſhed at ſuch a JunQure. 


And as his Grace jet out upon Revolution Principles, he has proceeded fo ever fince, as 
a Loyal Subject to the Queen, entirely for the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, and 
for ever excluding the Pretender; and tho' a firm Friend to the Church, yet with In- 
. Aulpence towards Dijſenters as appears from his Conduct at Derry, where he was ſet- 
tled for many Years among the moſt Virulent Sect; yet upon his Removal to Dublin, 
they parted from him with Tears in their Eyes, and Univerſal Acknowledgments of. 
his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, For the reſt it muſt be owned, he does not buſie himſelf 
by entri;y deep into any party, but rather {pends his time in Acts of Zoſpitality and 
Charity in Building of Churches, Repairing his Palace, in Introducing and Preferring the 
worthieſt Perſyne he can find, without other Reg.zrds; in ſhort, in the Practice of 


all Vertues that can become a Publick or Private Life. This and wore if poſ- 


fib}2 is due te % Excellent a Perſon, Who may be juſtly reckoned among the 
greatert and moſt Learned Plates 0. lis Age, however his Character may 
de defird by ſuch mean and dirty Hands as thoſe of the Obſervator, or ſuch as 
emplov him, who onght not to have forgot that in ihe late Proſecution of Forbes for. 
Reflecting on King Hi em, the A. Bp. did ſo diſtinguiſh himſelf, that the City gave 
him their publick Thanks. I now come to anſwer the other part of your Letter, and 


ſhall give you my Opinion freely about Rep-21ing the Sacramental Teſt ; Only where- 


as you deſire my thoughts as a Friend, and not as Jam a Member of Parliament, I 
muſt aſſure yor they are exactly the ſame in both Capacities. I muft begin by tel- 
ling vou, we are generally ſur prized at your Wonderful kindneſs to us on this Occa- 


ſion in being ſo very induſtrious to teach us to fee our Intereſts in a Point where we 
are ſo unable to ſee it our ſelves, This hath given us ſome Suſpicien; and tho“ 
in my own particular, I am hugely bent to believe, that whenever you Concern. 
your ſelves in our Affairs, it is Certziny for our Good, yet J have the misfortune to 


be ſomething ſingular in this Belief, and therefore J never attempt to juſtify it, but 


4 


Content my ſelf to poſſeſs my own Opinion in private, for fear of encountring Men 


of more Wit, or Words than I have to pare. 


We at this diftance who ſee nothing of the Spring of Aljons" are forced by meer 


Conjecture 
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work in England, the other more Immediate, that it will open a way for Reward- 
ing ſeveral Perſons who have well deſerved upon a, great Occaſion, but who are now un- 
qualified thro' that Impediment. 3 = | 
I do not frequently quote Poets, eſpecially Engliſh, but I remember there is in ſome 
of Mr. Cowley; Love Verdes, a Strain that I thought extrcaordiaary at Fifteen, and 
have often ſince imagin'd it to be Spoken by Ireland, in reference to England ; 
Forbid it Heaven my Life ſhould bz. | 
Ieigh'd with her leaſt Conveniency. 
Tn ſhort whatever advantage you propoſe to your Selves by repealing the S2cramental 
7, Speak it out plainly, *tis the beſt Argument you can ule, for we Value your Inte- 
teſt much more than our own, if your /irtle Finger, be fore, and you think a Fowltice 
made of our Virzls will give it any eale, ſpeak the word and it ſhould be done: The 
Intereft of our whole Ningdom is at any time ready to ſtrike to that of your pooreft 
Fiſhing Town, it is hard you will not accept our Services unleſs we believe at the fame 
time, that you are only conſulting our profit, and giving us marks of War Love. If 
there be a Fire at ſome diftance, and 1] Immediately blow up »2y Houle before there 
be Occaſion, becauſe yeu are a man of Quality, and apprehend ſome danger to a 
Corner of your Stable, yet why ſhould you require me to attend next Morning at your 
Levee with my humble Thanks for the favour you have done me? 
If we might be allowed to judge for our ſelves, we had abundance of Benefit by 
the Sacra mental Teſt, and foreſee a number of miſchiefs would be the Conſequence ot 
Kepealing it, and, and we Conceive the 25jetions made againft it by the Difſenters 
are of no manner of Force; they tcll us of their Merits in the late War in Jreland, and: 
how cheerfully they Engaged for the ſatety of the Nation; that had they thought. 
they had been fighting only other People's Quarrels, perhaps it might have cooled 
their Zeal, and that for the future they ſhall Sit down quietly, and let us do gur Work our 
felves; Nay that it is neceſſary they ſhould do ſo, ſince they cannot take up Arms 
under the. Penalty of High-Trealon. , _ 5 | | 
Now ſuppoſing them to have done their Duty, as I believe they did, and not to 
trouble them about the fi. an the li heel; I thought Liberty, Property, and Religion had 


' FY 


been the three Subjects of the Quarrel, and have not all thoſe been amply Secured 


to them ? had they at that time a ment} Reſervation for Power and Imployments? and 
muſt thoſe two Articles be added hence forward in our National Quarrels? It is 


grown a mighty Conceit among {ome Men to melt down the Pkrale of 2 Church E- 


ſtabliſhed by Law into that of the Religion of the Magiſtrate of which Appellations, it 
is eaſier to find the Reaſon, than. the Senſe: If by the Magiſtrate they mean the 
Prince, the Expreſſion includes a Falſhood ; for when King Fames was Prince, the 
E[tablifhed Church was the ſame it is now. If by the ſame word they mean the Te- 
&islature, we defire no more. Be that as it will, we of this Xingdom believe the 
Church of Ireland to be the National Church, and the only one Eſtabliſhed by Law, and 
are willing by the ſame Law to give a Toleretion to Diſſenters; but if once we Repeal * 
our Secramentzl.Teſft, and grant a Tuler2tion, Or Suſpend the Execution of the Penal 
Laws, I do not ſee how we can be ſaid to have any, Eſtabliſbed Church remaining; or 
rather why there will not be as many Eſtabliſhed Churches as there are Sets of Diſ- 
ſenters. No, ſay they, yours will ſtill be the National Church, Becauſe your Biſhops 
and Clergy, are maintained by the Publick ; But that I ſuppole will be of no long 
duration, and it would be very unjuſt it ſhould, becauſe to ſpeakin Tiadalls Phraſe, | 
it is not reaſonable that Revenues frowld be annex'd to | one Opinisn more. than another, 
when all are equally Lawful, and 't is that Authors Maxim, That no Free-born Subject 
ought to p.zy for maintaining Speculatiqns, ke does not believe» But why ſhould any 
Man upon account of Opinions he cannot help, be debe the Opportunity of ſer- 
ving his Queen and Country? Their Zea is Commendable, and when Employments 


£0 a Bezging for want of Hands, they ſhall be ſure to have the Ref, only upon 
Condition they will not pretend to them npon Maxims that equally include 41hei/ts, 
Turks, Fews, Inſidels, and Heretiets, or which is ſtill more dangerous, even Paprſts | 
1 f a . F Fl ee: 1 1 " them 
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ConjeQure to Aſſign two reaſons for your deſiring us ta repeal the Sitramental Tes, 
one is, becauſe you are ſaid to Imagine it will be one Step towards the like good 
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emfelves; The former you allow, the other you deny, becauſe theſe laſt own a 
Foreign Power, and therefore muſt he ſhut out. But there is no great Weight in this, 
for their Religion can ſuit with Free States, with Limitted or abſolute Monarchies as 
well as a Better, and the Pope's Power in France is but a Shaddow, ſo that upon 


this Foot there need be no great danger to the Conſtitution by admitting Papifts- 


to Employments. I will help you to enough of them wha ſhall be ready to allow 
the 4. as little Power here as you pleaſe, and the Bare Opinion of his being Vi- 
car of Chriſt, is but a Speculative Point far which no Man it ſeems ought to be epri- 
ved the Capacity of ſerving his Country. 54 ; 
But if you pleaſe, I will tell you the great Objections we have again ſt Repealing 
thu ſa me Sacramiental Teſt. It is, that we are verily perſwaded the Conſequence. 


will be an entire Alteration of Religion among us in no great compals of Years. And, 


pray obſerye how we reaſon here in Jreland upon this Matter. 

We obſerve the Srots in our Northren Parts, to be a Brave, Induſtrious People, ex- 
tremely Devoted to their Religion, and full of an undiſturhed Affection towards each 
other. Numbers of that Noble Nation, invited by the Fertilities of the Soil, are 
glad to exchange their Berren Hills of Loughaber, by a Voyage of three Hours, for 
aur Fruitful Vales of Down and Antrim, ſo Productive of that Grain, which at little 
trouble, and leſs Expence finds Diet, and Lodging for themſelyes, and their Cattle.. 
Theſe People by their Extreme Parſi mony, wonderful Dexterity in Dealing, and fr m 
Laberence to one another, ſoon grow into Wealth from the ſmalleſt Beginnings, never 
are rooted out where they once fix, and encreaſe daily by new Supplies; beſides 
when they are the ſuperior Number in any Tract of Ground, they are not over pa- 
tient of Mixture, but ſuch, whom they cannot Aſſimilate, ſoon find it their Intereſt 
to Remove. I have done all in my Power on ſome Land of my own, to preſerve 
two or three Engliſh Fellows in their Neighbourhood, but found it impoſſible, tho 


ane of them thought he had ſufficiently made his Court by turning Presbyterian. 


Add to all this, that they bring along with them from Scotland, a moſt formidable No- 


2ion of our Church, which they look upon at leaſt three Degrees worſe than Popery; 


and it is Natural it ſhould be fo, ſince they come over full Fraught with that Spi- 
rit which taught them, to aboliſh Epiſcopacy at home. 


Then we proceed further, and obſerve, that the Gentlemen of Imployments here, 


make a very conſiderable Number in the Houſe of Commons, and have no other Me- 


rit but that of doing their Duty in their ſeveral Stations; Therefore when the Teſt is 


Repealed, it will be highly reaſonable they ſhould give Place to thoſe who have much 


greater Services to plead; The Commiſſions of the Revenue are ſoon Diſpoſed of, 


and the Collectors, and other Officers throughout the Kingdom, are generally ap- 
pointed by the Commiſſioners, which gives them a mighty Influence in every County. 


As much may be ſaid of the great Officers in the Law; And when this Door is open to 


let Diſſenters into the Commiſſions of the Peace, to make them High-Sheriffs, Mayors of Cor- 
gorations, and Officers of the Army and Militia :.I do not ſee how it can he other wi ſe, con- 
fidering their Induſtry, and our Supineneſs, but that they may ina very few Tears, grow. 
to a Majority in the Houſe of Commons, and Conſequently make themſelves the Na- 


2ional Religion, and have a fair Pretence to demand the Revenues of the Church for 


zheir Teachers. I know it will be Objected, that if all this ſhould happen as I de- 
ſcribe ; yet the Presbyterian Religion could never be made the National by Ad of Parli- 
ment; becauſe our Biſhops are ſo great a Number in the Zouſe of Lords, and without 


a Majority there, the Church could not be Aboliſbed. But I have two very good Ex- 
pedients for that, which I ſhall leave you to gueſs, and I dare SWEAr our 


here has often thought on; eſpecially, having endea voured at one of them ſo lately. 
That this Deſign is not /o Foreign from ſome Peoples thoughts, I muſt let you know, 


that an Honeft Bel-eather of our Country (you have him now in England, I wiſh 
you could keep him there) had the Impudencein Parliament time, (I think it was laft 
'Year) to ſhake my Lord Biſbop of Killalooe by bis Lawn Sleeve, and tell bim in a Threatn- 


ing manner, That be hopedio live to ſee the Day, when there ſhould not be one of bis Order 
in ibe Kingdom. Now, uſe that Gentleman is Ambitious to. be thought one of our 


Patriots; I can put him upon a much better way of ſerving his Country, which * — 


— 


take ſome Courſe that himſelf and bis whole Fort hy family may ö 
morrow Morning; And if this had been done (How long is it ſince my Lord Capet'p- 


Government?) about Fiiteen. Yearsago, our miſerable Betrayed Kingdom had been 
ſome Millions the Bezter. fs 5 
Theſe laſt Lines perhaps you may think a Digreſſon; Therefore to return, I have 


told you the Conſequences we fully reckon upon from Repea ling the Sacra mental Tiſt, 


which althongh the greateſt Number of ſuch as are for doing it, are actually in no 
manner of Pain about, and many ot them care not Three Pence whether there be 
any Church or uo, yet becauſe they pretend to argue from Conſcience, as well as Policy 
and Intereſt, L thought it proper to Underſtand, and Anſwer them accordingly. 


Now Sir, in anſwer to your Queſtion, Whether if an Attempt ſhould be made here 


for Repealing the Sacra menial Iuſt, it would be likely to Succeed? The Number of 


Fog Diſſenters in this Parliament was, as I remember ſomething under a Dozen, 
an 


I cannot call to mind above Thirty others who were Expected to tall in with them. 
This is certain, that the Presbyterian Party, having with great Induſtry Muſtered up 
their Forces, did endeavour one Day, upon occaſion ofa hint in my Lord 7 
Speech, to Introduce a Debate about Repealing the Teſt Clauſe, when there appeared 
at leaſt Fou to One odds againſt them; and the ableſ{ of thoſe who were reckoned 
the oſt Stanch and Thorow-p2c'd Whigs, upon all other occa ſions, fell off with an Ab- 
harrence at the firſt mention of this. I muſt deſire you to take Notice, That the 
Terms of H hig and Tory, do not properly exprets the Different Interefts in cur Par- 
liement. 1 remember when I was laſt in England, I told the Xing; that the kighe/t 


Tories we had with us, would make tolej able Whigs there; this Nas certainly right, 


and ftill in the general continues ſo, unleſs you have ſince admiired new Charatte- 


riſticks, which did not come within our Definition. Whoever bears a '11ue Venera« - 


tion for the Glorious Memory of X. Niliam, as our Grea: Deliverer from Pepery and 
Slavery: Whoever is firmly Loyal to our preſent Queen, with an utter A! lerrence and 

Deletion of the Pretender; Whoever approves the Succeftion : the crews: in the 
Houſe of Hannover, and is for Preſerving the Dodrine and % of the Church of 


England, with a Tuleration for Diſſenters, ſuch a Man we think s upon Revolanicn 


Principles, and may be juſtly allowed a Whig, and I believe there orc » + {x Aembers in 
our Houſe of Commons, who may not fairly come under this P*icription 3 fo that 


the Parties among us are made up on one fide of Mederate Whips, 2nd on the other, 


of Presbyterians and their Abettors; by which laſt I mean, ſuch who can 29«2/y go to 
Church ora Conventicle, or ſuch who are Indifferent to all Religicn in genera}, or laſtly, 
ſuch who affect to bear a Perſonal Rancor towards the Clergy. Theſe laft, are a Set 
of Men not of our own Growth, their Principles at leaſt have been Imported of late 
Years; yet this whole Party put together, will hardly, I am confident amount to 


above Fifty Men in Parliament, which can hardly be worked up into a Majority of 
| Toree Hundred. 


As to the Houſe of Lords, the Difficulty there is conceived at leaſt as great as in 
Ours, ſo many of our Tempora] Peers live in England, that the Biſhops are generally 
pretty near a Par of the Houſe; and we reckon they will be all to a Man againſt Re- 

ealing the Teſt ; I never heard of above one or two at moſt, whom there was the leaſt 
Ground to ſuſpect, and yet their Lordſhips are generally thought as good: Whigs upon 
the Revolution Principles as any in the Kingdom: There are indeed a few Lay Lords 
who appear to have no very great Devotion for Epiſcopacy yz ; — 
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but theſe are in no fort of a Number to carry any Point againſt a Conjunition of the 
reſt with the whole Bench of Biſhops. g 


Beſides, the whole Body of our Clergy are utterly aga inſt Repealing the Trſ, though 
they are entirely Devoted to Her Majeſty ; and hardly ene in a Hundred who are not very 
ood Whigs in our Acceptation of the Word, And I muft let you know that Ve of fre- 
1and are not yet come up to other Folks Refinements 3 for we generally Tove and 
Eſteem our Clergy, and think they Deſerve it: Nay we are apt to lay ſome Weight 
upon their Opinion, and would not.willingly Diſoblige them, at ſeaſt unleſs it were upon 
ſome greater Point of Intereſi than this; And their Fudgement in the preſent Affa ir is 
the more to be regarded, becauſe they are the Iaſt Perfons who will be affeFed by it; this 
makes us think them Impartial, and that 359 Concern is only for Religion and the 2 
e e ter 
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eie A which Ne the Tit, will only Quitify 2 
Lay-man ſor an Employment, but not a Presbyterian or Anabaptiſt Parſon for a Church- 
Living. Now I muſt. take leave. to inform you, that ſeveral Members of our 
"Houle, and my felt among the reſt, knowing ſome time ago what was upon the An- 
vil, went to all the Clergy, we knew of any Piſtinction, and deſired their Judge- 
ment in the Matter, wherein we found a moſt Wonderful Agreement; there being 
but one Divine that we could hear of in the whole Kingdom, who appeared of a con- 
2rary Sentiment, wherein he afterwards ſtood alone in the Convocation, very little to his 
Credit, tho* as he hoped very much to his Intereſt, LS, 
Lou indeed hint ſomething to me about two Divines of this Kingdom now in Ton- 
don, which ſeems to differ from what I have ſaid of the reſt. I have not the Honour 
to be acquainted with either, and I think they have not been much among us; but by 
what I have heard of them, Ido not believe they are one Degree greater Whigs than 
Five Hundred of their Brethren, and 7 have heard, that One of them (who is they lay 
made chief Chaplain to our New Governour) has always declared againſt Repealing 
the Teſt-: He is reckoned a Worthy Perſon ; and I know not how it can be conſiſtent with 
that Character, to employ his Pen in a Publick or Private manner againſt kis Opini- 
on; Neither do I think-he deſigns it. As for the other Divine, we all expected here, 
that he was to be the Perſon his Excellency would bring over his Chaplain : But 
ſince that hath otherwiſe happened, it may not be altogether improbable, that his 
great Friends have droped him, which Diſappointment, - - « « « - « - - - — 
CAR Ow may chance to Cool his Zeal that Way, if he had any before, of which I 
cannot accuſe him. However that be, he will find it a Difficult matter, with his skill 
in Politicks , or Talent at Ridicule, backed by all the Wit He is ſaid to be Maſter of, 
to Reaſon or Laugh us out of the Sacramental Teſt; and will find by the Event that 
my Trediqtious are truer than bis. | 
But if Iam miſtaken in my Sentiments of thoſe zwo Divines, there is a Third now 
among yon, of as much Conſideration as either, and as good a I big in all the neceſſa- 
ry Fundamentals, from whoſe Opinions, you may Form a Truer Judgement of his 
Brethren here, And I dare engage he will not be Reſerved in Owning them; and, 
befides, he has reaſon to know as much of our Houſe of Commons as any of its Mem- 
bers, his Office giving him tree Acceſs there at all times. | 
I will now Conſider a little the Arguments offered to ſhew the Advantages, or ra- 
ther the neceſſiy of Rep-aling the Teſt in Ireland. We are told, the Popiſh Intereſt is here 
ſo Formidable, that all Hands ſhould he joyned to keep it under, that the only names 
of Diſtintion among us, ought to be thoſe of Proteſtant and Papiſt; and that this Ex- 
pedient is the only means to Quite all Proteſtants u pon one common Bottom; all which 
is nothing but Miſrepreſentation and Miſtake, It we were under any real fear of the 
£2pijts in this Kingdom, it would be hard to think Us ſo ſtupid, not to be equally ap- 
prehenlive with others, ſince Ve are likely to be the greateſt and more immediate 
Suft:rers; But on the contrary, we look upon them to be altogether as Inconfiderable 
as the Women and Children. Their Lands are almoſt entirely taken from them, and 
they are rendred unca pable of Purchaſing any more; And for the little that remains, 
Proviſion is made by rhe late Ad againſt Popery, that it will daily Crumble away. 
To prevent which, ſome ofthe moſt Conſiderable among them, are already turned 
Proteſtants, and ſo in all Probability will many more. Then, the Popiſh Prieſts are all 
Regiſired, and without Permiſſion (which I hope will not be granted) they can have 
no Succeſſors; So that the Proteſtant Glergy will find it perhaps no Difficult mat- 
ter to bring great Numbers over to the Church ; and in the mean time, the Common 
People without Leaders, without Dijcipline or Natural Crurage, being little better than 
ine wers of Wood, and Drawers of inter, are ont of el! Capzcity of doing any Miſchief, 
if they were ever ſo well inclin'd. Neither are they at all likely to joyn in any con- 
ſiderable Numbers with an zvedez, having found ſo ill Succeſs when they wece much 
more Numerous and Powerful, when they had a Prizcy of their own Religion to Head 
them, had been Trained for ſome Years under a Popiſh Deputy, and received fuch 
Mighty Aids from the French King. bo 
As to that Argument uſed for Repealing the TT, that it will unite all the Proteſtants 
againſt the common Enemy; 1 wonder by what Figure thole Gentlemen ſpeak, who are 
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pleaſed to Advance it. Suppoſe in order to ener ale the Friendfhip between Yiu mk 
Me, a Law ſhould paſs, that I muſt have half your Eſtate; do you think that would mud 
advance the Union between Us ? Or ſuppoſe I ſhare my Fortune equally between my n 
Children and a Stranger, whom I take into my Protection, wil that be a method te 
Unite them? Its an odd way of Uniting Parties, te Deprive a Majority of part of 
their Ancient Right, by Conferring it on a Faction, who had never any Right at all; and 
"therefore cannot be ſaid to ſuffer any loſs or injury it it be Refuſed them. Neither is it 
very clear, how far ſome People may Stretch the Term of common Enemy; How many 
are there of thoſe that call themſelves Proteffants, who look upon our Worſhip to be 7- 
dolztrous, as well as that of the Papiſts4 and with great Charity put Prelecy and Poperyy 
together as Terms- convertible. | 
And therefore there is one Sal doubt I would be willingly ſatisfied in, before I 
agree to the Repealing of the Teſt, that is, whether, theſe ſ2me Proteſtants, when they 
have by their Dextertity, made themſelves the National Religion, and diſpoſed the Church 
Revenues among their Paſtors or themſelves, will be fo kind to allow us Diſſenters, 1 do 
not ſay a ſhare in Employments, but a b:re Tolerarion by Law. The Reaſon of my 
Doubt is, becauſe I have been fo very Idle as to have read above fifty Pamphlets writ- 
ten by as many Presbyterian Divines, loudly diſclaiming this Idle Toleration, ſome of 
them Calling it (I know not how Properly) 2 &:g of Popery, and all agreeing, it was 
to Eſtabliſh Iniquity by a Law; Now, I would be glad to know hen and Where their 
Succeſſors have Renounced this Doctrine, and before what Witneſſes? Becauſe methinks 
1 ſhould be loath to ee my poor Titular Biſhop in Partibus ſeized on by miſtake in 
the Dark for a Jeſuit, or to be forced my ſeif to keep a Chaplain Diſguis'd like my Ru- 
ler, and fteal to Prayers in a Back Room, as my Grandfather uſed in thoſe times when 
the Church of England was Malignant ; But this is ripping up old Quarrels long for- 
got; Popery is now the Common Enemy, againſt which we muſt all Unite; Thare been 
tired in Hiſtory with the perpetual Folly of thoſe States who call in Foreigners to al- 
fiſt them againft a Common Enemy. But tle miſchief was, theſe Allies would never 
be hrought to allow that the Common Enemy was quite fubdued : And they had reaſon ; 
for it. proved at laſt, that one part of the Common Enemy was thoſe who called them in, 
and ſo the Allies became at length the Maſters. | | 
Tis agreed among Naturaliſis that a Hon is a Larger, a Stronger and more Dan- 
gerbus Enemy than a Cat, yet ifa man were to have his Choice, either a Hon at his 
Foot, Bound faft with three or four Chains, his Teeth drawn out and his Claws 
- pared to the Quick, or an Angry Cat in full Liberty at his Tercet; he would take no 
| long time to determine. | | 
I have been ſometimes admiring the IForderful Significancy of that word Perſecuti- 
on, and what various Interpretations it hath acquired even within my Memory. When 
J was a Boy, I oftenhcard the Presbyterians complain that they were not Pexmitted to | 
ſerve God in their own way, they ſaid they did not Grudge us our Employments, but | 
thought that all Men, who live Peaceably ought to have Liberty of Conſcience, and 
leuve to Aſſemble. That Impediment being removed at the Revolution, they ſoon 
learned to Swallow the Szcramentil Teſt, and began to take very large Steps, wherein 
all that offered to oppoſe them, were called Men of a Perſecuting Spirit. During the | 
time the Bill againſt #ccafional Conformity was on Foot, Pcrſecution was every day 
rung in our Ears, and now at laſt the Szcramentil Tefi. it ſelf has the ſume Name. | 
Where then is this matter likely to end, when the obtaining of One requeſt is only uſed I 
asa ſtep to demand Another? A Lover is ever complainipg of Cruelty while any thin 9 
is denied him, and when the Lady ceaſes to he Cruel, She is from the next Moment 
at his Merey: So Perſecution it ſeems, is every thing, that will not leave-itin Mens 
Power to Perſecute Others. . 
There is one Argument offer d againft a S:cramentel Teſt, by a ſort of Men who 
are content to be Stiled of the Church of England, who perhaps attend it's Service in 
the Morning, and go with their Wives te a Conventicle in the Afternoon, Confeſſing 
they hear very good Doctrine in both. Theſe Men are much offended that fo Holy 
an Inſtitution as that ot the Lord's-Supper thould be made ſubſervient to fuch Mer- 
cenary purpoſes as the getting of an Employment. Now, it ſeems, the Law: con- 
cludng all men to be Members of that Church, where they Receive the Sacrament, and 
Sy: | EP Pe | ſuppoſing 
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ing upon this occaſion ;. They cry they are Diſarmed, they are uled like-.Papifts 3... 
when an Enemy appears at Home, or from Abroad, they muſt;fit ſill, and-ſee their 
Throats cut, or bz Hang d for Hig'-Treaſon if they offer to Defend. themſelves. 
Miſerable Condition! Woful Dilemma! It is happy for us all, the Pretender was not 
appriſed of this Paſſive Presbyterian Principle, elſe he would have Infallibly. Landed in 
out Northern Parts, and found them all fat down in their Formalities, as the Gaus 
did the Roman Senators, ready to dye with Honour in their. Callings: Sometimes to 
appeaſe their Indiguarion we venture to give them Hopes, that in ſuch a Caſe, the Government will per- 
haps connive, and not be ſo ſevere as to Hang them for Defending, it agaiuſt the Lettef of the Law, to 
which they readily: Anſwer, That they will nor lye at our Mercy, but ler us fight our Battles our ſelves: 
Sometimes we offer to get an A#, by which upon all Popiſh Inſurrections at Home, or Lopiſb Invaſions 
. from Abroad, the Government ſhall be Empowered to Sant Commiſſions to Al Proteſtants Whatſoever. 
* without that Ferſecuting Circumſtance of obliging them tt ſay their Prayers when they receive rhe Sacra. 
| ment; but they abhor all thoughts of Occaſional Commiſſions; then will not do our Drugery, and we 
re2p the Benefit: It is not worth their while ro Fight pro Aris & Forts, aud they had rather loſe their 
Eſtates, Liberties, Religion and Lives, than the Pleaſure of Governing. Hs: SAT 
But to bring this Diſcourſe towards 2 Con-lnfion ; if rhe Diſſenters will be ſatisfied with ſuch a Tederati- 
en by 2 Law as hath been granted them in England, I believe the Majority of both Houſes will fall readily, 
in with it; further it will be Hyd to perſuade this Houſe of Commons and perhaps much harder the next. 
For to ſay the Truth, we make a migbty difference here between ſuſſering Thiſtles to $row among us, and” . 
wearing them for Pofies, We are fully convinced in our Conſciences, that we thall always Totezare them, 
bur nor quite ſo fully, that they will always Tolerate us, when it comes to their turn; and we are the Ma- 
jority, and me are in Foſſe fon, 3 ; : | | 
He that Argues in Delence of a Law in force not Ant iquated or Obſolete, but lately enacted, is certainly on 
the ſafer ſidè; and may be allowed, to Point out the Dangers he conceives to forſee in the Abrogation of it. 
For if the Conſequences of Repealing thu Clauſe, thould at ſome time or other enable the Presbyterians to 
3 © workthemfelves up int) the National church; inſtead of Uniting Proteſtants, it would ſow Eternal Divi- 
ſions among them. Firſt, their own Sets, which now lye Dor mant, would be ſoon at Cuff; again with 
each other about Power and Fr efer ment, and the Dilſent ing Epiſcopals, perhaps diſeontented to ſucli a Be- 
3 upon ſome fair unhappy Occaſion, would be able to hake the firmeft Loyalty, which none can 
eny therrs to be. . 

4 is it very. difficult to Con jecture from ſome late Proceedings, at what a rate this Facrion is 
like to Nrive wherever it gets the Whip and the Seut. They have already ſet wp Courts of Spiritual 
Tudicature in open contempt of the Laws, They ſend Miſhonarics every where, without being Incited, 
in order to Convert the Church of England Folks to chriſtianiiy. They are as vigilant as I know who 
to attend Perſoris at their Death- Beds 3 and for Purpoſes much alike; and what Practices ſuch Principles 
as theſe (with many others that might be inyidiousp0 ae ian) ay Spawn, when they are laid out to 
the Sun, you may Determine at Leaſure. DB. * 5 ; 

Laftly, whether we are ſo entirely ſure of their Loyalty upon the preſent Foor of Government as you 
may Imagine their Detractors make 2 Queſtion ; which however, does I think by no means affe& the 
Body of Diſſenters; but the Iuſtance produced, is of ſome among their Leading Teachers. in the North, 
who have refuſed the Abjuration Oath, and yet continue their Preaching, and have abundance of Fol- 
lower g. The Particulars are out of my Head, but the Fact 18 Notorious enough, and I believe has 
been Publiſbed, I think it a Pity it has not been Remedied. | | | 

Thus I have fairly given you, Sir, my own Opinion, as Well as that of a great Majority in both Hou ſes 
bere relating to rhis weighty Affzir, upon which I am confident you may ſecurely reckon, I will leave 


* 


you to make w hat uſe of it you pleaſe. ] 

Pyr the other part of your Letter I can only tell you, that I have Obey'd your Commands as far as it 
| was in my Power, and þ hope well enough to Encourage 5 Honour me mw more. 4 743-845 
b i Dublin, Decemb. 4th, 1708, * am mito eat 20 pect, Sir, Yours, Kc. 
; be *Re-printed in Dublin, and Sold by the Bookſellers. Price One Penny. | 
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